
North Carolina A&T State University 

NORTH CAROLINA A&T STATE UNIVERSITY is a public, land-grant, doctoral-

research university. Since its founding in 1891, A&T has maintained a tradition of 

excellence in education. Over the years, A&T has adapted its curriculum and teaching 

methodologies to ensure that science, technology, engineering and mathematics 

(STEM) students—and those in other disciplines—receive an education that allows 

them to be competitive in a changing world. The university’s vision is to be recognized 

as a preeminent land-grant university and the school of choice for high achieving 

students who are inspired by outstanding teaching and learning, civic engagement, 

transformative research, and creative scholarship to solve societal change. 

N.C. A&T Points of Pride 

• U.S. News & World Report’s 2014 Best Colleges ranked N.C. A&T No. 8 in the 

nation among the 70 public and private historically black colleges and universities 

(HBCUs) ranked, moving up from No. 11, placing No. 1 among public HBCUs 

and holding on to the state’s No. 1 spot. 

 

• N.C. A&T’s major research projects include (but are not limited to) a National 

Science Foundation Center of Research Excellence in Science and Technology 

(NSF CREST), focusing on biofuels; the NSF Engineering Research Center 

(ERC), focusing on technology for advanced medical implants; the first director of 

National Intelligence Science and Technology Center of Academic Excellence, 

focusing on biometrics; and The Center for Behavioral Health and Wellness, 

providing best practice research, training and technical assistance to individuals 

and families in the Greensboro community. 

 

• This year, N.C. A&T is launching new doctoral degree programs in computer 

science and rehabilitation counseling, bringing the university’s total number of 

Ph.D. programs to 10. 

 

• The master’s and doctoral programs in computational science and engineering at 

N.C. A&T are the only degree programs in the field among UNC system 

universities and among historically black universities. 

 

• N.C. A&T’s undergraduate and graduate programs rank No. 1 in Diverse 

magazine’s Top 100. In addition, A&T ranked above all North Carolina colleges 

and universities as the leading producer of African Americans in all academic 

disciplines combined and No. 2 in the nation.  

 



• N.C. A&T received No. 1 ratings for awarding baccalaureate degrees to African 

Americans in agriculture, agriculture operations and related sciences; 

engineering, engineering technologies and engineering related fields; and parks, 

recreation, leisure and fitness studies. 

 

• N.C. A&T is also ranked No. 1 for master’s degrees awarded in engineering, No. 

2 for master’s degrees in agriculture, agriculture operations and other related 

fields to African American graduate students and professionals, and No. 3 for 

bachelor’s degrees to African Americans in communications, journalism and 

marketing. 

 

• The N.C. A&T spinoff company, Bio-Adhesive Alliance, has won several awards: 

2013 ACC Clean Energy Challenge, Charlotte Venture Challenge, PTP Next 

Competition, and the People’s Choice Award in the U.S. Department of Energy 

Clean Energy Business Competition. 

 

• During academic year 2012–13, the College of Arts and Sciences received more 

than $8 million to create three new student success and research centers: The 

CREST Biofuels Center, the STEM Center for Active Learning, and the Center 

for Outreach in Alzheimer’s, Aging and Community Health. 

 

• The School of Agriculture and Environmental Sciences is the largest school of 

agriculture among the nation’s historically black colleges and universities. 

 

• The Department of Accounting is one of the top producers of African American 

Certified Public Accountants in the nation. 

 

• All of the undergraduate and graduate business and accounting programs in the 

School of Business and Economics bear the hallmark of excellence designated 

by AACSB International, the nation’s premier accrediting agency for business 

and accounting programs. 

 

• The B.S. in Environmental Health and Safety program is the first fully online 

program of its kind in the country. The School of Technology’s other fully online 

programs are the M.S. in Information Technology and the B.S. in Geomatics. The 

latter is the only four-year degree program of its kind in North Carolina. 

 

• The School of Technology is the largest producer of minority construction 

managers in the state and it has one of the two American Council for 



Construction Education (ACCE) accredited construction management programs 

offered by an HBCU institution in the country. 

 

• During 2012–13, more than 100 students studied abroad in 22 countries. 

 

• Sponsored funding for research and other purposes increased 10.73 percent 

during fiscal year 2013, allowing N.C. A&T to hold on to its No. 3 ranking in the 

17-member University of North Carolina system for sponsored funding (for 

research, education and community engagement) for the eighth consecutive 

year. 

 

• N.C. A&T was featured No. 4, overall, in the highest starting salaries for 

graduates of all North Carolina universities by the Triangle Business Journal, 

Highest Starting Salaries for North Carolina Universities. According to a 

comparison of 30 universities to rank each institution’s return on investment, the 

average starting salary for A&T graduates is $44,600. 

 

• N.C. A&T ranked No. 5 among top tier schools for future service members in the 

state by Online College Database, Colleges for Future Service Members. 

Fourteen North Carolina colleges and universities were listed with in-state tuition 

costs below $20,000 per year and at least two of the three ROTC programs for 

Army, Navy and Air Force. For over 65 years the ROTC programs at N.C. A&T 

have developed student leaders who serve as lieutenants and general officers in 

various sectors of the United States military. 

 

• Data compiled for over 600 institutions placed N.C. A&T in the top third in 

research universities and in the South by Forbes Online, Forbes Top American 

Colleges. 

 

• N.C. A&T ranked in the top fifth of 284 colleges and universities for contribution 

to the public good in three broad categories: Social Mobility (recruiting and 

graduating low-income students), Research (producing cutting-edge scholarship 

and PhDs), and Service (encouraging students to give something back to their 

country) by the Washington Monthly, 2013 National Universities Rankings. 

 

• N.C. A&T was featured as one of the Top 10 universities in North Carolina with 

the highest return on investment (ROI) by Affordable Colleges Online. A&T’s ROI 

is listed above $500,000. 

 

Collaborations 



• The National Science Foundation’s Engineering Research Center for 

Revolutionizing Metallic Biomaterials conducts research in the areas of 

biomedical engineering and nano-bio applications in partnership with an 

international collaboration of universities that includes the University of 

Pittsburgh, University of Cincinnati and Hannover Medical School in Germany. 

 

• With funding from NASA, N.C. A&T has a Center for Aviation Safety (CAS). Its 

mission is to establish a strong aerospace engineering research and education 

program where highly talented faculty at N.C. A&T can address the challenges of 

NASA’s Aeronautics Research Mission Directorate’s Fundamental Aeronautics 

and Aviation Safety Programs. 

 

• N.C. A&T’s Center for Academic Studies in Identity Science (CASIS), in 

collaboration with Clemson and the University of North Carolina at Wilmington, is 

the first and only National Intelligence Science and Technology Center of 

Academic Excellence in the United States. A five-year, $8.93 million grant from 

the Army Research Laboratory led to its establishment, and A&T is the lead 

university in the center. 

 

• N.C. A&T is part of Gateway University Research Park, a venture between higher 

education and business whose mission is to be a catalyst for university research 

innovation and economic development. Designed to move scientific discoveries 

from the laboratory to the marketplace, benefitting the local community, region 

and the state by transforming cutting edge intellectual properties into thriving 

business ventures, Gateway has generated over $80 million in new funding over 

the past eight years. 

 

• The Joint School of Nanoscience and Nanoengineering (JSNN) is a collaboration 

of N.C. A&T and The University of North Carolina at Greensboro. The school 

offers master’s degrees and doctorates in nanoengineering and nanoscience. 

Research focus areas for JSNN have expanded to include computational 

nanotechnology, a unique strength of JSNN and an area for which JSNN has 

received its largest grant to date. The school’s research on the development of a 

diagnostic device for traumatic brain injury has attracted interest from funding 

agencies and industrial entities. 

 

• The School of Agriculture and Environmental Sciences administers the Center for 

Excellence in Post-Harvest Technologies at the North Carolina Research 

Campus in Kannapolis, making N.C. A&T a major partner in the $1 billion 

biotechnology hub near Charlotte. 



 

• Several programs in the College of Arts and Sciences are national and 

international collaborations that support undergraduate research. The RISE, 

MARC U*STAR, HBCU-UP and iBlend programs in the biology and mathematics 

departments provide scholarships, internships and travel funds to advance 

students toward Ph.D. degrees in the sciences and mathematics. 

 

• N.C. A&T and Henan Polytechnic University (HPU) in Henan Province, China, 

have a cooperative agreement for a 2+2 program wherein selected HPU 

undergraduate students study two years at HPU and two years at A&T and 

receive the baccalaureate degree in electrical or mechanical engineering. 

 

• The STEM Early College at N.C. A&T and the Middle College High School are 

partnerships with Guilford County Schools (GCS). The former is specifically 

geared toward highly motivated and high performing high school students who 

have demonstrated interest in the areas of science, technology, engineering and 

mathematics; the latter provides a single-gender education in a school culture 

that will raise educational achievement in an innovative, nurturing environment 

where young men are offered a new chance at success, a boost to their self-

esteem and an outlook toward a promising future. 

 

 


